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Key vocabulary  

Word Meaning 

Cane The stick used to punish children. 

Workhouse Places where poor people, including children, would live in exchange for working. 

The conditions were very bad. 

Reign The time that someone is King or Queen 

Upper Class Wealthy people, who usually has servants 

National Curriculum Objectives: 

Use significant individuals to compare aspects of 

life in different periods 

 

Identify similarities / differences between periods. 

Events beyond living memory that are significant 

nationally or globally. 

Sticky Knowledge / Golden Thread (hierarchy): 

The Victorians were the people who lived during the reign of Queen Victoria.  

The poor worked in workhouses and factories. Some children had to climb up chimneys to clean 

them. 

Victorian schools were for boys and girls. Girls had to sit on one side and boys the other. They 

learned the three ‘R’s. 

They wrote on blackboards and some children were punished with the cane. 

Key Enquiry Question: How were children’s lives in Victorian times different to now? 

 


